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itself involved in a war with Japan, a contest for which it was utterly 
unprepared politically and technically. The chain of humiliating de- 
feats it had suffered on land and sea opened the gâte to the révolution 
of 1905, a broad national upheaval that was unanimous in the cities, 
though somewhat spotty in the villages. Although this révolution was 
crushed by force of arms, it left a deep impact on Russian life. Despite 
the régime of terror under Stolypin (first, Minister of the Interior 
and then Prime Minister), semblances of parliamentarism and vestiges 
of freedom persisted. Because the Tsarist government was weak and 
had no faith in itself between 1905 and 1917, the opposition was re- 
gaining ground. 

The Bolsheviks played, in those years, a significant rôle but not a 
décisive one. I would hesitate to describe them as either the radical or 
orthodox Marxist wing of the Social Démocratie party. Their distinc- 
tive characteristic, rather, was loyalty to their leader, Lenin — especially 
where questions of organization and tac tics were concerned. Moreover, 
this group did not differ greatly from the rest of the Social Démocratie 
party during the révolution of 1905, either in the famous gênerai strike 
in October or in the armed revolt in Moscow in December of that year. 
Indeed, between 1905 and 1917, the Bolshevist group had almost com- 
pletely disappeared from the scène, and in the overthrow of the Tsarist 
régime in March, 1917 (perhaps because of Lenin's absence), they 
took practically no part. The Tsarist régime was overthrown by a 
popular explosion, broader and more nearly unanimous than that of 
1905. No one party can claim the crédit or bear the responsibility for 
it. It was a spontaneous expression of the wrath of the people, brought 
to despair by the disgrâce of continuous defeats and the tragic farce 
of Rasputin's rule over the country. 

The Bolsheviks appeared on the scène much later. Their révolution 
— that of the "ten days that shook the world" — was directed against 
the political régime that had been established in Russia by the March 
révolution — that is, against the démocratie Provisional Government. 
It was a riot of the army — more specifically, a riot of rear garrisons 
passively supported by the front régiments — and it was carried out 
against the wishes of the great majority of the people. Actually, in the 
élection of the Constituent Assembly, held after the seizure of power 
by the Communists and under strong pressure by the new govern- 
ment, the Communist party got no more than one fourth of the popu- 
lar vote. But the party did control the armed forces, and could dissolve 
the Constituent Assembly as easily as the Tsarist government had dis- 
solved the refractory Duma. This séquence of events gives the lie to 
the widely publieized myth that the Communists liberated Russia 
from Tsarism. 
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